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I Got a Life

I won’t say you gave me my life back because  
I never had a life to get back. 

My childhood was so awful; I was taken from 
my parents. I took my first drink at 12, started 
drugs at 14, and I never looked back. I was in a 
car accident at 17—I survived, but the only girl 
who ever loved me didn’t. She died at the scene. 
I never got over that. I just did more drugs, and I 
started robbing banks to pay for it all. Eventually, 
I got caught and spent 30 years in prison. I 
deserved every one of them.

But for all those 30 years, all I ever heard 
was, “You’re scum, you’re trash, you’re no good 
for anything, and you never will be.” I thought, 

“You’re right. Because if I wasn’t, I wouldn’t  
be here.”

When I left prison four months ago, I had no 
friends, no family, nowhere to go, and no hope 
for my future. You don’t have many options 
when no one wants anything to do with you.

Story continued on page 2

Tonight, hundreds of women and men in Columbus will have no 
place to call home. Others will experience the devastation of abuse. 
And too many families, including children, will go to bed hungry. 
It’s hard to fathom the misery, shame, and despair they endure—the 
hopelessness they feel.

But there is hope. Easter morning is coming, with its promise of 
hope and a new chance at life. And that promise is the reason  
LSS Faith Mission, LSS CHOICES, and the LSS Food Pantries offer a 
helping hand to all those who are experiencing abuse, hunger, and 
homelessness in our community. But it’s only because of generous, 
caring people like you that it’s possible.

Every gift you send to the LSS Network of Hope offers new hope 
to those who have lost it—hope for a better life. 

To invest in the new life of someone in need, please use the remit 
slip enclosed, or make your donation online at lssnetworkofhope.org/
EasterNews. Thank you for being a caring friend to people 
experiencing homelessness in our community during the Easter 
season and throughout the year.

Please consider giving a gift today. To make your donation now,  
go online to lssnetworkofhope.org/EasterNews.

At LSS Faith Mission, the goal is 
for every client to find permanent, 
stable housing. When this milestone 
is reached, residents often have 
few personal belongings and do 
not have the household basics to 
set up their new residence. You 
can help by providing them 
Welcome Home Kits.
Assemble all the following, new 
items into the plastic bin and drop 
off assembled kits to:
217 N. Grant Ave. at the door 
facing McKee Alley (south side  
of building). 
Donations will be accepted 
Wednesday–Saturday  
from 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Items:
• All-Purpose Spray Cleaner
• Dish Soap
• Sponges
• Reusable Cleaning Wipes
• Toilet Brush
• Toilet Cleaner
• Shower Curtain
• Shower Hooks
• Paper Towels
• Toilet Paper (2)
• Bath Towel
• Washcloth
• 25 or 27 qt. plastic bin with lid
• New or gently used twin sheets
• New or gently used towels
For questions, please contact 
Dyarra Twitty at 614-228-2346. 
Thank you!

Please Give Hurting People  
in Columbus Hope and  
a New Chance at Life

Source, Assemble,  
and Donate Welcome 
Home Kits
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I had no friends, no 
family, nowhere to go, 
and no hope for my 
future...The only place 
that would take me was  
LSS Faith Mission.  

Joseph  
LSS Faith Mission client
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Your compassion in action. Your support helps provide meals and shelter to homeless and hungry neighbors who come to LSS Faith Mission in both 
Franklin and Fairfield counties. You ensure families struggling with hunger have access to nutritious food at the LSS Food Pantries. And you bless 
women and men facing domestic violence with a safe, secure place to stay and heal through LSS CHOICES. If you’re able, please use the enclosed form 
to give another kind donation today.

The only place that would take me was LSS Faith Mission.

They fed me, clothed me, gave me a safe place to sleep. 
They got me medical help for some serious health issues, 
and they made sure I got into counseling. They helped 
get my social security, a part-time job, and next month 
I’m moving into my own place. They even helped me get 
my first cell phone!

But you know what they really gave me? A family.  
They never saw Joseph who’s good for nothing. They 
saw Joseph, a person worth being loved. They believed  
in me, cared about me, and wouldn’t let me give up.  
I still live with guilt and shame every day, but they made 
me believe I have a future and something to give back  
to society. 

As a donor to LSS Faith Mission, that’s what you did 
for me. You made me feel like I’m worth something. You 
helped me believe in myself. You didn’t give me back my 
life—you gave me a life. Period. Thank you.

It’s March, and if you look closely, the 
first signs of spring are popping up. The 
long dark of winter is finally ending. 
Spring and Easter are days away, and 
something new is emerging. And I can’t 
think of a better metaphor that describes 
what LSS Faith Mission, LSS CHOICES, 
and the LSS Food Pantries are all about. 

Many women and men come to us in 
the winter of their lives—like Trian and 
Joseph in this issue of LSS Focus. They 
come looking for hope and someone to 
care. Others come hungry, just looking 
for a helping hand, like Holly. And 
now, thanks to your support, many are 
experiencing the hope of spring and the 
Easter promise of new life. 

There’s something profound and 
sacred about walking alongside them on 
this journey, to offer them support and 
encouragement, and then watch them 
thrive. What a blessing.

No one deserves that blessing more 
than you. Your investment in LSS Faith 
Mission is really a godly investment in 
their lives. Thank you for entrusting LSS 
Faith Mission, LSS CHOICES, and the  
LSS Food Pantries with your hard-earned 
resources to benefit all the precious 
women and men we serve. Spring and 
Easter are coming to their lives because 
people like you care.   

With gratitude, 

Sue Villilo  
Assistant Vice President of  
Community-Based Services, LSS

JOSEPH’S STORY cont. 

A Message of Hope 
from Sue Villilo

They say you date what you’ve 
seen. I know I did. My stepdad was 
so abusive, I was taken from my 
mother and spent most of my youth 
in group homes. But the damage 
was done. 

I don’t think I ever made a good 
decision on any man I ever dated. 
Every one abused me in every way 
you can tear a person down.  
I never felt loved. Not ever. My self-
esteem was so bad, when I looked 
in a mirror, I didn’t love that person 
either. I always thought I deserved 
the abuse I got. I never once 
thought I deserved to be loved.  
But love is all I ever wanted. 

Last year, I started seeing another 
guy. It was good at first, until I 
moved in with him. Then it got 
really bad. In fact, it was so bad, 
I don’t want to talk about it. But I 
needed help this time. That’s when  
I heard about LSS CHOICES. 

I’ve been here for almost two 
months now. When I first got here,  
I felt scared and alone, but 
everyone here made me feel so 
safe—the staff, counselors, cooks, 
the other ladies here, everyone. 

I don’t have the easiest name to 
remember, but from day one, they 
all knew my name. 

For the first time in my life,  
I started letting other people here 
get close to me, to know me—even 
love me. It’s like they said, “Trian, 
you’ve been looking in the wrong 
mirror all these years. Let’s show 
you who you really are.”

And they did. I know it sounds 
crazy, but when I look in a mirror 
now, I’m like, “Whoa.” I’m starting to 
see someone beautiful in that mirror. 

Someone strong and confident. I see 
a smile I never saw before. And, yeah, 
I see someone I love. 

Here I am, living in a domestic 
violence shelter. But I’ve never been 
happier in my life. As a donor to 
Lutheran Social Services, you made 
this possible for me. You changed 
my life. Thank you!

Please consider giving a gift today—
any amount will help our community 
this Easter season. To make your 
donation today, go online to 
lssnetworkofhope.org/EasterNews

Looking in a 
Different Mirror
by Trian

“PRAISE BE TO THE GOD 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection  
of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 —1 Peter 1:3

"Thanks to your 
support, many are 
experiencing the 
hope of spring 
and the Easter 
promise of  
new life."

LSS FOOD PANTRIES

I’m disabled and I live in the Bottoms 
with my husband and mother-in-law. 
We’re struggling. I have a lot of medical 
expenses, and my husband also has 
serious health issues, and cannot work. 
Despite everything, we still don’t qualify 
for food stamps. It’s overwhelming. 

I’ve been coming to the LSS Food 
Pantries for three years. If it wasn’t for the 
LSS Food Pantries, we wouldn’t be able 

to eat. It’s that simple. I try to go at least 
once a week for fresh produce, like 
potatoes. Using the LSS Food Pantries  
is so easy, because I can choose the  
shelf stable items I need online. 

LSS Faith Mission has also helped me 
with some of my health problems. I just 
can’t say enough good things about 
Lutheran Social Services, and all the 
donors, too. All I can say is, “Thank you!”

“ Without the LSS Food Pantries, We Wouldn’t Eat!”
by Holly

MIS62903  (2020NADCNL)  NEWSLETTER INSIDE  ALL OPTION 2



LSS CHOICES

2 Issnetworkofhope.org/EasterNewsSpring 2020 3

Your compassion in action. Your support helps provide meals and shelter to homeless and hungry neighbors who come to LSS Faith Mission in both 
Franklin and Fairfield counties. You ensure families struggling with hunger have access to nutritious food at the LSS Food Pantries. And you bless 
women and men facing domestic violence with a safe, secure place to stay and heal through LSS CHOICES. If you’re able, please use the enclosed form 
to give another kind donation today.

The only place that would take me was LSS Faith Mission.

They fed me, clothed me, gave me a safe place to sleep. 
They got me medical help for some serious health issues, 
and they made sure I got into counseling. They helped 
get my social security, a part-time job, and next month 
I’m moving into my own place. They even helped me get 
my first cell phone!

But you know what they really gave me? A family.  
They never saw Joseph who’s good for nothing. They 
saw Joseph, a person worth being loved. They believed  
in me, cared about me, and wouldn’t let me give up.  
I still live with guilt and shame every day, but they made 
me believe I have a future and something to give back  
to society. 

As a donor to LSS Faith Mission, that’s what you did 
for me. You made me feel like I’m worth something. You 
helped me believe in myself. You didn’t give me back my 
life—you gave me a life. Period. Thank you.

It’s March, and if you look closely, the 
first signs of spring are popping up. The 
long dark of winter is finally ending. 
Spring and Easter are days away, and 
something new is emerging. And I can’t 
think of a better metaphor that describes 
what LSS Faith Mission, LSS CHOICES, 
and the LSS Food Pantries are all about. 

Many women and men come to us in 
the winter of their lives—like Trian and 
Joseph in this issue of LSS Focus. They 
come looking for hope and someone to 
care. Others come hungry, just looking 
for a helping hand, like Holly. And 
now, thanks to your support, many are 
experiencing the hope of spring and the 
Easter promise of new life. 

There’s something profound and 
sacred about walking alongside them on 
this journey, to offer them support and 
encouragement, and then watch them 
thrive. What a blessing.

No one deserves that blessing more 
than you. Your investment in LSS Faith 
Mission is really a godly investment in 
their lives. Thank you for entrusting LSS 
Faith Mission, LSS CHOICES, and the  
LSS Food Pantries with your hard-earned 
resources to benefit all the precious 
women and men we serve. Spring and 
Easter are coming to their lives because 
people like you care.   

With gratitude, 

Sue Villilo  
Assistant Vice President of  
Community-Based Services, LSS

JOSEPH’S STORY cont. 

A Message of Hope 
from Sue Villilo

They say you date what you’ve 
seen. I know I did. My stepdad was 
so abusive, I was taken from my 
mother and spent most of my youth 
in group homes. But the damage 
was done. 

I don’t think I ever made a good 
decision on any man I ever dated. 
Every one abused me in every way 
you can tear a person down.  
I never felt loved. Not ever. My self-
esteem was so bad, when I looked 
in a mirror, I didn’t love that person 
either. I always thought I deserved 
the abuse I got. I never once 
thought I deserved to be loved.  
But love is all I ever wanted. 

Last year, I started seeing another 
guy. It was good at first, until I 
moved in with him. Then it got 
really bad. In fact, it was so bad, 
I don’t want to talk about it. But I 
needed help this time. That’s when  
I heard about LSS CHOICES. 

I’ve been here for almost two 
months now. When I first got here,  
I felt scared and alone, but 
everyone here made me feel so 
safe—the staff, counselors, cooks, 
the other ladies here, everyone. 

I don’t have the easiest name to 
remember, but from day one, they 
all knew my name. 

For the first time in my life,  
I started letting other people here 
get close to me, to know me—even 
love me. It’s like they said, “Trian, 
you’ve been looking in the wrong 
mirror all these years. Let’s show 
you who you really are.”

And they did. I know it sounds 
crazy, but when I look in a mirror 
now, I’m like, “Whoa.” I’m starting to 
see someone beautiful in that mirror. 

Someone strong and confident. I see 
a smile I never saw before. And, yeah, 
I see someone I love. 

Here I am, living in a domestic 
violence shelter. But I’ve never been 
happier in my life. As a donor to 
Lutheran Social Services, you made 
this possible for me. You changed 
my life. Thank you!

Please consider giving a gift today—
any amount will help our community 
this Easter season. To make your 
donation today, go online to 
lssnetworkofhope.org/EasterNews

Looking in a 
Different Mirror
by Trian

“PRAISE BE TO THE GOD 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection  
of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 —1 Peter 1:3

"Thanks to your 
support, many are 
experiencing the 
hope of spring 
and the Easter 
promise of  
new life."

LSS FOOD PANTRIES

I’m disabled and I live in the Bottoms 
with my husband and mother-in-law. 
We’re struggling. I have a lot of medical 
expenses, and my husband also has 
serious health issues, and cannot work. 
Despite everything, we still don’t qualify 
for food stamps. It’s overwhelming. 

I’ve been coming to the LSS Food 
Pantries for three years. If it wasn’t for the 
LSS Food Pantries, we wouldn’t be able 

to eat. It’s that simple. I try to go at least 
once a week for fresh produce, like 
potatoes. Using the LSS Food Pantries  
is so easy, because I can choose the  
shelf stable items I need online. 

LSS Faith Mission has also helped me 
with some of my health problems. I just 
can’t say enough good things about 
Lutheran Social Services, and all the 
donors, too. All I can say is, “Thank you!”

“ Without the LSS Food Pantries, We Wouldn’t Eat!”
by Holly

MIS62903  (2020NADCNL)  NEWSLETTER INSIDE  ALL OPTION 2



Stay connected!

4 Issnetworkofhope.org/EasterNews  |  Spring 2020

LSS FAITH MISSION FOCUS News from 
the Network 
of Hope

Thank you to our funders

40_62903-1

I Got a Life

I won’t say you gave me my life back because  
I never had a life to get back. 

My childhood was so awful; I was taken from 
my parents. I took my first drink at 12, started 
drugs at 14, and I never looked back. I was in a 
car accident at 17—I survived, but the only girl 
who ever loved me didn’t. She died at the scene. 
I never got over that. I just did more drugs, and I 
started robbing banks to pay for it all. Eventually, 
I got caught and spent 30 years in prison. I 
deserved every one of them.

But for all those 30 years, all I ever heard 
was, “You’re scum, you’re trash, you’re no good 
for anything, and you never will be.” I thought, 

“You’re right. Because if I wasn’t, I wouldn’t  
be here.”

When I left prison four months ago, I had no 
friends, no family, nowhere to go, and no hope 
for my future. You don’t have many options 
when no one wants anything to do with you.

Story continued on page 2

Tonight, hundreds of women and men in Columbus will have no 
place to call home. Others will experience the devastation of abuse. 
And too many families, including children, will go to bed hungry. 
It’s hard to fathom the misery, shame, and despair they endure—the 
hopelessness they feel.

But there is hope. Easter morning is coming, with its promise of 
hope and a new chance at life. And that promise is the reason  
LSS Faith Mission, LSS CHOICES, and the LSS Food Pantries offer a 
helping hand to all those who are experiencing abuse, hunger, and 
homelessness in our community. But it’s only because of generous, 
caring people like you that it’s possible.

Every gift you send to the LSS Network of Hope offers new hope 
to those who have lost it—hope for a better life. 

To invest in the new life of someone in need, please use the remit 
slip enclosed, or make your donation online at lssnetworkofhope.org/
EasterNews. Thank you for being a caring friend to people 
experiencing homelessness in our community during the Easter 
season and throughout the year.

Please consider giving a gift today. To make your donation now,  
go online to lssnetworkofhope.org/EasterNews.

At LSS Faith Mission, the goal is 
for every client to find permanent, 
stable housing. When this milestone 
is reached, residents often have 
few personal belongings and do 
not have the household basics to 
set up their new residence. You 
can help by providing them 
Welcome Home Kits.
Assemble all the following, new 
items into the plastic bin and drop 
off assembled kits to:
217 N. Grant Ave. at the door 
facing McKee Alley (south side  
of building). 
Donations will be accepted 
Wednesday–Saturday  
from 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Items:
• All-Purpose Spray Cleaner
• Dish Soap
• Sponges
• Reusable Cleaning Wipes
• Toilet Brush
• Toilet Cleaner
• Shower Curtain
• Shower Hooks
• Paper Towels
• Toilet Paper (2)
• Bath Towel
• Washcloth
• 25 or 27 qt. plastic bin with lid
• New or gently used twin sheets
• New or gently used towels
For questions, please contact 
Dyarra Twitty at 614-228-2346. 
Thank you!

Please Give Hurting People  
in Columbus Hope and  
a New Chance at Life

Source, Assemble,  
and Donate Welcome 
Home Kits

LSS FAITH MISSION

LSS Faith Mission    |    LSS Food Pantries    |    LSS CHOICES    |     Spring 2020

I had no friends, no 
family, nowhere to go, 
and no hope for my 
future...The only place 
that would take me was  
LSS Faith Mission.  

Joseph  
LSS Faith Mission client

MIS62903  (2020NADCNL)  NEWSLETTER OUTSIDE  ALL


