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June 22, 2019

Ohio Disaster Response & Recovery
Situation Update – 6/19/2019 Severe Weather

Heavy rainfall caused widespread flooding of major and minor waterways across the state and the
northeast corner of the state experienced 2 minor earthquakes and 3 EF1 tornadoes. 1
Coshocton County
In West Lafayette an apartment complex
was inundated with water. Coshocton
County Emergency Management Agency
(EMA) established a temporary shelter at
the First Baptist Church. Staff members
from Coshocton and Guernsey County EMA
were scheduled to complete damage
assessments on Friday, June 21st.
Stark & Summit Counties
Stark and Summit Counties experienced
flooding due to the rising water levels of
the Tuscarawas River. The river crested at
minor flood stage on Wednesday, June 19th.
Stark County EMA is working on
determining the extent of the damage and
several roads remain closed. Summit
County EMA reports that water continues to
recede. The sole American Red Cross
Shelter in Summit County closed with zero
overnight residents on June 20th.
Medina County
Medina County EMA reports that rising waters resulted in 10 homes being inundated, many of which
are only seasonally occupied. The American Red Cross provided assistance to displaced residents.
No additional significant impacts were reported.
Lake County
At 10:50 a.m. EDT on June 10th, the U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) confirmed a 4.0 magnitude
earthquake in Lake Erie approximately 3.7 miles northwest of Timberlake, Ohio (northeast of
Cleveland). The Regional Watch Center has made contact with Ohio EMA and confirmed no reported
impacts at this time. At 10:28 p.m. EDT on June 16th, the USGS confirmed a 1.5 magnitude
earthquake at a depth of 3 miles just outside Willowick.
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Logan, Mercer, Shelby, Marion, Union Counties
Logan County EMA reported that areas of the Mary Rutan Hospital in Bellefontaine flooded but is
fully operational. Mercer County EMA reported that multiple roads, especially around Grand Lake
and Beaver Creek were closed due to flooding. Residential impact was minimal. Tornado response
and recovery efforts are on-going as well. Shelby County EMA reported that 2 houses in Van Buren
Township required sandbagging efforts to mitigate flood damage. Marion County EMA reported that
a shelter opened at the Meeker United Methodist Church in New Bloomington to serve impacted
residents. Union County EMA reported that the Village of Richwood has flooding affecting multiple
homes and properties.
Cuyahoga, Portage, Trumbull Counties – tornadoes
The National Weather Service in Cleveland confirmed 3 EF-1 tornadoes touched down in Northeast
Ohio on Sunday, June 16th. The first tornado hit between 3:15 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. EDT and traveled
just over two miles near Oakwood and Glenwillow in southeastern Cuyahoga County. About an hour
later, another EF-1 tornado hit parts of Portage and Trumbull counties. A third twister struck in
Trumbull County around 4:45 p.m. EDT east of Vienna and traveled nearly six miles. All three
tornadoes had maximum winds between 86 and 110 mph. No injuries and minor property damage
were reported.

Situation Update – Memorial Day 2019 Tornadoes

On June 18th, President Trump issued a Presidential Disaster Declaration (DR-4447) for federal
assistance for individuals and businesses after 21 tornadoes touched down during storms that passed
through Ohio during the evening of May 27th and early morning of May 28th.
The declaration includes 10 Ohio counties:
Auglaize, Darke, Greene, Hocking, Mercer,
Miami, Montgomery, Muskingum, Perry, and
Pickaway. In addition to possible low-interest
loans
from
the
U.S.
Small
Business
Administration (SBA), the declaration opens up
the following assistance programs:
• Individual Assistance Program – including
the Individuals and Households Program
(IHP)
• Disaster Legal Services Program
• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
The declaration also allows the State to also
apply for crisis counseling assistance, disaster
unemployment assistance, and disaster case
management support.
Individuals and businesses impacted from the storms can register for FEMA assistance online at
www.disasterassistance.gov, by calling 1-800-621-3362 (TTY 1-800-462-7585), or in-person at any of
the FEMA Disaster Recovery Centers (DRCs).
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One DRC is currently open in Montgomery County at Trotwood Madison High School, 4440 N. Union
Road, Dayton, Ohio 45406 and others will open in other impacted counties over the course of the
next week. Please click HERE to access the FEMA online DRC locator. To date, 4 IA applications
have been approved, totaling $9,741.65 in assistance through the Individuals and Households
Program. 2
IMPORTANT NOTES REGARDING FEMA ASSISTANCE
• Everyone who suffered damages or losses due to the tornadoes is encouraged to apply for
assistance; these are your tax dollars at work.
• Only spend FEMA assistance dollars in designated categories listed in your award letter. If you
are unsure how funds have been designated call FEMA or visit the nearest DRC for more
information. Do not use FEMA funds for anything other than their intended purpose.
• Keep ALL documentation and paperwork that you receive from FEMA.
• Keep ALL receipts for any supplies, personal property, building materials, professional labor, or
any other purchases made with assistance funds received from FEMA.
• If insured, FEMA will automatically deny assistance. This denial is routine protocol and can be
appealed. In order to appeal an initial denial due to being insured, households must provide
FEMA with verification that the disaster loss is greater than the insurance settlement by
contacting FEMA to update their application for assistance.
• All affected households should complete a Small Business Administration (SBA) disaster loan
application if one is received. Some households will not receive a SBA loan application, and a
household will not be offered a loan if they are not able to provide collateralize such a loan. If
a household applies for and is denied a loan, they may be eligible for FEMA Other Needs
Assistance (ONA) based on need. However, if a household does not complete the SBA
application, they will not be eligible for ONA.
o Both businesses and homeowners can apply for SBA disaster loans.

The Response of the Faith Community

Over 20 Lutheran and Episcopal churches in the Dayton area have mobilized and are developing
plans to engage in long-term recovery efforts in the Miami Valley. LSS Disaster Services is organizing
a collaborative educational opportunity to engage churches in door-to-door field outreach. Partners
in this effort include Lutheran Disaster Response, Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church, and the Declare
Worship Community in Dayton. Please contact John Pyron if your church is interested.
Donate: To support the LSS Disaster Services response and recovery efforts click here.

About LSS Disaster Services

LSS Disaster Services is the statewide coordinating entity for disaster response, recovery, and
resilience for the ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod, the ELCA Northwestern Ohio Synod, the ELCA
Southern Ohio Synod, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Ohio District, the Episcopal Diocese of
Southern Ohio, and represents over twenty Lutheran social service (LSS) agencies in Ohio.
2

Source: https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4447

For more information, contact:

John Pyron | Director, LSS Disaster Services | 937.540.2507 | jpyron@lssnetworkofhope.org

